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Texas-Sized Issue!

In this issue, readers will be introduced to our new Peer Perspectives
blog and Peer Workforce Resource Hub, get the latest on upcoming CE
sessions, meet this month’s Remote Reach and Workforce Spotlight
features, and learn about the few remaining spots available for this
month’s PSS training. We’re also inviting readers to discover what’s
Humanly Possible and submit nominations for the Change Maker and
Media Award of the Year. Dive in and stay connected to the people,
programs, and stories shaping the future of peer work in Texas.
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NEW IN PEER PERSPECTIVES:

Welcome to the
RecoveryPeople
Blog!

‘At the center of all of this
is people.”

Stories, observations, and lessons from
the work happening across the recovery
community.

Read our first post at:
recoverypeople.org/perspectives

"At the center of all of this is people. People with lived experience in
recovery, and the roles they’re stepping into across communities,
workplaces and systems."

-Lori Mellinger, RSPS, Peer-to-Career LMS Specialist
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Peer Workforce Resource Hub

The new Peer Workforce Resource Hub is a growing space designed to

support peer specialists, supervisors, employers, and organizations across the

Texas peer workforce. Explore tools, resources, and guidance to help

strengthen peer career pathways,

from questions to action.

Peer
Workforce
Resources,

All in One
Place

Explore practical
resources for
peer specialists,

support workforce development, and move

Recovery
Support Tools

Role
Clarification

Supervision
Tools

Ethical
Decision-Making

Workforce
Wellness

Employer
Resources

Visit the
Peer Workforce Resource Hub
recoverypeople.org/peer-workforce-resource-hub

Peer Workforce Resource Hub

PSS

Training

Applications Now Open

The Peer Specialist Supervisor (PSS) Training is your opportunity to grow into
a leadership role that supports, guides, and uplifts peer specialists.
Financial assistance may be available.

Lead with purpose. Supervise with confidence. Create real impact.
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Peer-to-Career

Limited
Spots

Become Available
certified as a

Peer Specialist
Supervisor!

Upcoming
Training
June 29-30,
2026

Build sRills to effectively supervise
and support peer stdff.

Scan code or visit
RecoveryPeople.org
— Peer-to-Career

QUESTIONS? EMAIL JERMAINE.HINES@RECOVERYPEOPLE.ORG

Apply for PSS Training

Continuing Education

9% recovery
.- ._ .. -. People -0Org

Upcoming Free
CE Opportunities

Wednesday | Trauma-Informed Conflict
17 Resolution and Communication

June 12:00 PM CT

Thursday | Supervisor Role in Ethical Decision
9 Making for Peer Professionals

July 12:00 PMCT

Wednesday wcrkplace Culture and
15 | Stigma Reduction

July 6:00 PMCT

E/Register at: recoverypeople.org/events
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RecoveryPeople Annual Awards

We're looking for our next Change Maker & Media Award winners.
Nominations close on Wednesday, July 15, 2026.
Don't wait. Nominate today!

Change Maker of the Year:

Research
Advocacy

Systems-level change AN D TH E

Media Award of the Year:

All forms of media \_/\/J I J J_‘ E j i

Other Award Categories: Is
Peer of the Year Y

Lifetime Achievement

Learn more about RecoveryPeople's Annual Awards
Submit a Nomination

 ADOCUSERIES OF TEXANS SHAPING RECOVERY

Our Humanly Possible docuseries was created to inspire hope and wellness through the
stories of Texans who have shaped the history of recovery from mental health and
substance use challenges. Each year, RecoveryPeople premieres a new episode in
September in celebration of National Recovery Month.

recovery
people

HUMANLY POSSIBLE ep. 1 - Trailer
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What is Humanly Possible?

Remote Reach:
Laura Crawford, RSPS
Carthage, Texas

Image courtesy of Laura Crawford

Laura Crawford’s recovery journey began in Carthage, Texas, a small rural East
Texas community where support for substance use recovery was limited. After
facing significant hardship, including temporarily losing custody of her
children, Laura sought help through local systems and churches but found few
resources available.

When Laura was eventually able to access support and begin her recovery,
she made a commitment that no one else in her community would have to
face those same barriers alone. She became a Recovery Support Peer
Specialist and founded Be a Light Rehabilitation Service, transforming an old
building near the Carthage city square into a safe and welcoming space for
support, connection, and hope.
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Through Be a Light, Laura provides peer support groups, court and CPS
education classes, transportation to treatment, diaper donations for mothers

and infants, and direct fundraising support to help people access needed care.

Most recently, she expanded her work by opening a female sober living home
for women in early recovery.

Built entirely from the ground up without grant funding, Be a Light reflects
Laura’s grit, compassion, and deep commitment to her community. Her story
continues to reduce stigma and bring hope to Carthage and beyond.

Visit Be a Light Rehabilitation Services on Facebook
Visit Be a Light House of Hope on Facebook

Share a Remote Reach Story

Workforce Spotlight:
Mark Rodriguez, MHPS

|
f

Image courtesy of Mark Rodriguez

Mark Rodriguez, MHPS, is part of the CorazonSA team in San Antonio, Texas.
After beginning his recovery journey in 2023, Mark felt called to deepen his
spiritual connection and began volunteering with CorazonSA, formerly
Corazon Ministries, in 2024. His commitment and heart for service eventually
led him to become a full-time employee in April 2025.

Today, Mark serves as a Harm Reductionist, spending much of his time doing
street outreach alongside the CorazonSA team. Their outreach includes
providing food, clothing, safer sex supplies, safe injection and wound care Kkits,
and connections to resources for substance misuse treatment, detox, health
insurance, and STD/STI education. The team is also joined by a mobile
medical unit, helping individuals access care and learn how to advocate for
themselves during hospital and clinic visits.
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Image courtesy of Camille Campos

What makes Mark stand out is his unwavering dedication to meeting people
where they are, both physically and emotionally. Whether he is supporting
unhoused neighbors, helping someone take a step toward treatment,
encouraging someone in early recovery, or simply listening without judgment,
Mark shows up with empathy, authenticity, and compassion. His work is more
than a job; it is a calling rooted in service and genuine care for others.

Visit CorazonSA Website

Nominate a Workforce Spotlight

Peer Work Pulse Archive

Read past issues and stay connected.

View Archive

Help peers thrive. Don't miss a beat.
Donations to RecoveryPeople
support peer professional
training, career pathways, and

workforce growth statewide.
Make an impact today.

Follow us on socials for updates and more:

Copyright © 2026 SoberHood dba RecoveryPeople, All rights reserved.

Subscribe to the Peer Work
Pulse newsletter today!

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Translate ¥

RSS &


https://recoverypeople.org/donate/
https://recoverypeople.org/peer-to-career/#peerworkpulse
https://www.facebook.com/recoverypeople
https://www.facebook.com/recoverypeople
https://www.instagram.com/recovery.peeps
https://www.instagram.com/recovery.peeps
https://www.linkedin.com/company/recoverypeople/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/recoverypeople/
https://www.youtube.com/@recoverypeople9833
https://www.youtube.com/@recoverypeople9833
https://x.com/RecoveryPeeps
https://x.com/RecoveryPeeps
https://recoverypeople.us8.list-manage.com/profile?u=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e&id=37137ec421&e=[UNIQID]&c=626fd64e5e
https://recoverypeople.us8.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e&id=37137ec421&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=626fd64e5e
https://corazonsa.org/
https://recoverypeople.org/peer-to-career/workforce-spotlight-submission/
https://recoverypeople.org/peer-to-career/peer-work-pulse-archive/
http://eepurl.com/jveoH-/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e&id=37137ec421
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e&id=37137ec421
javascript:;

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥ RSS

) .‘. ~people.org



https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e
https://recoverypeople.org/
https://recoverypeople.org/
http://eepurl.com/jveoH-/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e&id=37137ec421
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=7d5db6bddb8390f5712eef94e&id=37137ec421
javascript:;

