
Social & Economic Cost of Substance Use

Substance use is the second-most 
frequent risk factor for suicide,3 and 
persons with substance use disorder are at 
10 to 14 times greater risk for suicide.4

Consequences of substance use annually cost the 
U.S. $740 billion due to increased healthcare 
and treatment costs, lost productivity, and cost to 
the criminal justice system.6

75% of people who are homeless and 
unsheltered and 13% of people who 
are homeless and sheltered have a 
substance use disorder.1 

Substance use is a factor in 68% of child removals by the Texas 
Department of Family and Prevention Services and is a leading 
contributor to an individual entering the criminal justice system.7

Investing in substance use prevention, treatment & recovery services reduces costs and saves Texas money.

In Texas, untreated substance use disorders 
result in about $350 million per year in 
emergency room charges.5

In Texas, an opioid overdose 
costs $35,908 per overnight 
hospital admission.2 
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Social & Economic Savings of a System of Care
Upstream investments effectively reduce downstream costs related to substance use. 

Recidivism rates drop by 30 to 50%13 when 
people charged with drug possession are diverted 
from jail and prison to community based services. 
Every $1 spent on substance use disorder treatment 
saves $7 in criminal justice costs.14

The costs and benefits associated with 
various prevention programs range 
from $1.61 to more than $64 for 
every dollar invested. Substance use 
prevention programs can positively 
impact a range of social, emotional, and 
behavioral outcomes.17

In 2016, Texas funded recovery coaching 
saved an estimated $3,260,464 
in healthcare costs while improving 
home ownership and rentals as well as 
employment and monthly income.12

Every $1 invested in addiction treatment in Texas 
yields a $4 to $7 return in reduced drug-related crime, 
criminal justice cost, and theft.15 Total savings related to 
healthcare exceed cost by a ratio of 12:1.16

Recovery housing saves $29,000 per person due 
to reduced criminal justice engagement and service 
utilization,8 and it improves abstinence, psychiatric 
symptoms, employment rates, monthly income,9,10 and 
the likelihood of regaining child custody.11
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